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On May 12, 1856, the election to organize the new San Mateo County took 

place. Held in May, Happy San Mateo County Day serves as a birthday 

celebration for the county. 

Discover San Mateo County: Celebrating Our Story is intended to 

encourage children of all ages to explore life in the County, and especially, 

the activities of county government. 

Sponsored By 
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Before 1856 
People have lived on the Peninsula for thousands of years. Put the letter for each event in 
order on the timeline.  

2. _____ 

1856 

1700 

1500 

Local mission farm provided food for 
Mission San Francisco de Asis. 

A 

Cattle were raised for the hide and 
tallow trade on Mexican ranches. 

Stage stops were established between 
San Francisco and San Jose. 

D 

The Ohlone hunted and gathered as 
they had for thousands of years. 

E 

5. _____ 

1542: Juan Rodríguez 
Cabrillo commanded the first 
Spanish ships that sailed the 
California Coast. He did not 
find San Francisco Bay. 

1821: Mexico declared 
independence from 
Spain. 

Images 

SMCHA 

Collection 

 

 

4. _____ 

3. _____ 

A. Chase 

Fred Sinclair, Jr. 

Amy Hosa and Linda Yama-

1850: California 
becomes the 31st state. 

Spanish explorers first see San 
Francisco Bay. 

C 

B A. Chase 

Morton Kϋnstler 

1. _____ 

1800 

William Dougal 

1600 
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The County 

Pacific  

Ocean 

1856 County Line 

1868 County Line 

Santa Cruz County 

Santa 

Clara 

County 

San Francisco County 

San Francisco 

Bay 

Searsville 

3. _____ 

Spanishtown 4. _____ 

5. _____ 

San Mateo 

County 

2. _____ 

1. _____ 

Pigeon Point 

Unscramble the place names. Match them to the description and place the right letter on 
the map. 

Write the name of the place in the blank. 

A. Known as the city with the redwood, it was originally named for Simon Mezes. ___________________________________ 

B. The Mexican rancho in the area was named after St. Peter. _________________________________________________ 

C. Spanish explorers named a creek for a Saint Matthew. The name later was used for a town. _________________________ 

D. An early store and stage stop, it was named after all the trees in the area. ______________________________________ 

E. Isaiah Woods named this bayside port after himself and the local birds.  Today, it is part of another town. 

         _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Look at the descriptions below for hints to unscramble 

some of the 1850s place names.  “Ville” is used at the end of 

some place names to mean town. 

NSA MTOEA 

ASODROEWVN 

DWSDOIEO 

SNA PREOD 

MVELSEZLEI 



5 

Read the story.  Then, find the underlined words from the story in the puzzle. 

 

County Seat 

During the Gold Rush, gold was 

not discovered on the Peninsula. 

However, the 49ers needed the 

local redwood trees for San 

Francisco, the fastest growing city 

in the world in the early 1850s. 

Lumber was needed to build 

wharves, warehouses, hotels, 

business offices, stores and 

homes. 

Loggers cut down the redwood 

trees in the Woodside area. Oxen 

pulled the logs to San Francisco 

Bay. At first, the logs were tied 

together into rafts and floated up 

to San Francisco. Later, an 

embarcadero or wharf was built. 

Cut lumber from the fourteen 

sawmills into the area were 

loaded on to scow schooners. 

These flat-bottomed ships carried 

the lumber to San Francisco. 

Around the embarcadero, 

merchants started other 

businesses. The town of 

Redwood City was born. The port 

was the center of downtown 

activity. 

In 1856, residents of the new 

county voted on which town 

would be the county seat or 

headquarters of local 

government. While some voted to 

make Belmont the county seat, 

Redwood City was selected. It 

was the largest town in the area. 

By 1858, the first courthouse was 

built near the lumber yards. 
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Elections 
Color the picture. 

In the county’s first election in 1856, eligible voters were United States citizens who had been living in 
California for 6 months and in this area for 30  days.  They had to be white or Californio (someone 
born in California of Hispanic descent). They had to be at least 21 years old. Only men were able to 
vote. Women in California did not receive the right to vote until Equal Suffrage (Proposition 4) passed 
in October 1911. Many women voted for the first time in the 1912 presidential election. In some parts 
of the United States, women could not vote until the 19th Amendment to the Constitution became 
law in 1920. 
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Use the word list and clues to finish the crossword puzzle. Not all the words in the word list will be 
used. 

Elections 

Word List 

Assessor 

Chief 

Controller 

Coroner 

County Clerk 

Deputy 

District Attorney 

Elections 

Judges 

Lawyers 

Recorder 

Sheriff 

Superintendent 

Supervisors 

Treasurer 

Who do the voters elect? 

Did you know? The same person is elected for four positions: 3 Down, 9 Down, 11 Across and 12 Across. 

Across 

2. The five members of the Board of _____  

      are the governing body of the county. 

4. The County ________-Tax Collector acts  

       as the banker of the county.  

5. Mission is to protect lives and property. 

8. Investigates and determines cause of  

      death. 

10. The County ________ of Schools reviews  

       the budgets of all school districts. 

11. Able to issue marriage licenses. 

12. The Chief _______ Officer makes sure 

that voting is fair. 

 

Down 

1. Mission to prosecute offenders and 

provide support for victims of crimes. 

3. Responsible for determining the value of  

      all taxable property. 

6. Responsible for the county’s accounting  

       system and financial reports. 

7. Superior Court _______ are responsible  

       for presiding over court cases and  

       interpreting the law. 

9. Makes sure that all official documents are    

       recorded and made available to the  

       public. 
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Sheriff’s Office 
Read the story about the Sheriff’s Office. Then, find the underlined words from the story 
in the puzzle. 

Lumberman John W. Ackerson was 

elected as the first Sheriff of San Mateo 

County in 1857. Silas Hovius was a 

Coastside farmer before serving for two 

years as the second sheriff. 

Starting in 1951, Sheriff Earl B. Whitmore 

is credited with bringing modern policing 

standards to the Sheriff’s Office. He 

opened sub-stations at Mills Field, Half 

Moon Bay, Sharp Park and Brisbane. He 

standardized police radios in all patrol 

cars. Crash wagons were created by 

outfitting ambulances with police 

protection, investigation and rescue 

equipment. A Crime Lab was created for 

the detection and examination of 

evidence.  

Currently, there are over 800 sworn and 

civilian personnel in the Sheriff’s Office. 

They provide law enforcement 

throughout the County, including police 

services for Caltrain, SamTrans, San 

Carlos, Woodside and Potola Valley. The 

Sheriff’s Office mission includes 

protecting life and property, enforcing 

laws, preventing crime, supporting 

positive youth development, catching 

criminals and coordinating emergency 

services. 
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Courts 

_____ 1. First Courthouse, 1858 

 The first courthouse was a simple two-    
 story building near the lumber yards.  

_____ 2.  Justice Courthouse, 1882 

 Named for the statue of Lady Justice on 
 top, the second courthouse had a fence to 
 keep the cows off the courthouse square. 

_____ 3.  Third Courthouse, 1906 

 The third courthouse was nearing 
 completion when it was destroyed by an 
 earthquake. 

_____ 4.  Temple of Justice, 1910 

 Featuring a dome, this courthouse was 
 home to all county government. 

_____ 5. Hall of Justice and Records,1955  

 A new building better fit modern court     
 needs.  

Match the description to the photograph. 

A B 

C D 

E 

Images SMCHA Collection & Library of Congress 

O.V. Lange 

O.V. Lange 
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Fire Department 
Help firefighters get to the fire.  

In 1887, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors appointed a Fire Commission to protect the 

natural resources found throughout the County. Today, the San Mateo County Fire Department 

(SMCFD) provides fire protection, medical response, hazardous materials response, fire safety 

inspections, fire marshal duties, community education, emergency preparedness and planning for 

most unincorporated areas of San Mateo County.  

FIRE! 

START 
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Communications 
Decode the 9-1-1 call received by Public Safety Communications by finding each substitute 
letter. 

Public Safety Communications (PSC)  

answers and dispatches 9-1-1 and other 

emergency calls for unincorporated areas of 

San Mateo County.  An unincorporated area 

is not part of a specific city or town. PSC 

dispatches for law enforcement in  

unincorporated areas and some cities. It also 

dispatches fire services and ambulance 

services for the entire county. 
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Libraries 
Unscramble the words. 

What can you check out of the libraries? 

Technology like 3-D 

printers are available for 

use  at some county 

libraries. 
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Libraries 
Find your way to the bookmobile! 

San Mateo County Libraries Bookmobile brings essential programs and services to residents 
in unincorporated and Coastside communities and inland stops such as La Honda and 
Pescadero. 
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Public Works 
Complete the dot-to-dot and color the picture. 

Public Works’ Road Maintenance Division is responsible for routine and emergency 

repairs to over 316 miles of roads within San Mateo County’s unincorporated areas. 

Coyote Point 
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Public Works 

 

Color the picture. 

San Mateo County acquired the Half Moon Bay Airport from the Navy in 1947.  
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Parks 

. 

Help the hiker find his way to the campground! 

Opened on July 4, 1924, Memorial Park was the county’s first park. It was named Memorial Park in 
honor of the men of San Mateo County who died during World War I. The Boy Scouts were one of 
the first groups that used the park. 
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Unscramble the name of the park. 

Parks 

Dorothea Lange 

San Mateo County Parks range from historic sites to  neighborhood spaces to hiking trails. 
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Medical 
Color the picture. Then, find the underlined words from the story in the puzzle. 

Founded in 1876, the San Mateo Poor Farm 
served as San Mateo County’s first hospital. 
People unable to care for themselves for 
medical reasons ended up at the hospital. 
Poor people housed on the property were 
required to provide food and care for the 
sick. 

In 1923, a modern hospital was built. San 
Mateo County Community Hospital’s original 
purpose was to serve people with 
communicable diseases — ones that easily 
move from person to person. 

The hospital has been known by many 
names including Harold D. Chope 
Community Hospital. Chope was the 
county’s director of health and welfare for 
many years. 

Known today as the San Mateo Medical 
Center, it is a hospital and clinic system 
serving healthcare needs with an emphasis 
on education and prevention. 

San Mateo County Community Hospital 
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Unincorporated 
Unscramble the names of some of San Mateo County’s unincorporated communities. 

About 68% of San Mateo County’s total area is unincorporated. That means the area is not part of 

any of the county’s 20 incorporated cities and towns. An incorporated town or city has received a 

charter from the state. It is allowed to have its own local government and elected officials. The 

unincorporated communities and areas are governed by the county directly. 

San 

Mateo 

County 
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Motto 
Decode the motto of San Mateo County. 

County Seal 
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Contest 

A county seal is an official design used to represent a county. It is typically used 

on official documents and appears on buildings and vehicles. The official seal of 

San Mateo County reflects the county’s motto. Design your own version of the 

County Seal. Submit it to the San Mateo County Historical Association by June 

15, 2025, for a chance to win prizes. See reverse for details. 

New Homes 
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Contest 

Norton Pearl 

George Conklin 

 

Name:       Age: 

Email: 

I understand that my version of the county seal will not be returned. It might be 

displayed or reproduced in print or online. 

1. Design your version of the county seal. 

2. Cut the page out of the activity book along the dotted line. 

3. Submit with a short description (up to 100 words) of your seal.  All art must be delivered to the San Mateo 

County Historical Association, 2200 Broadway, Redwood City, by  June 14, 2025. Do not fold artwork. 
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Answers 
 

Page 3 

1.  E    
2.  C       
3.  A 
4.  B 
5.  D 

Page 17 Page 13 

Page 19 

Page 8 

Page 9 

Page 4 

Page 11 Page 10 

Page 18 

Page 5 

1.  B    
2.  C       
3.  A 
4.  E 
5.  D 

Page 7 

1.  E    
2.  A       
3.  B 
4.  D 
5.  C 

Page 12 
Page 16 

Page 20 
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San Mateo County 

California 


